Report to World Day of Prayer on a course for Zimbabwean Teachers, April 2023

World Day of Prayer generously funded a two-day training course for teachers in Conflict
Resolution

The course was held in the premises of the Methodist Church City Centre, Bulawayo on 28
and 29 April. It was attended by twenty teachers keen to receive free training in Conflict
Resolution, delivered by Alternatives to Violence, Zimbabwe. There were four facilitators, one
of whom was an apprentice. The course provides teachers with techniques for resolving
conflicts without the need to resort to violence, which for too long has been a significant
feature of the culture. For example, according to ActionAid UK, 42% of women in Zimbabwe
experience violence from their partner during their lifetime. The course also helps teachers
to run schools based on positive discipline and not negative, punishment-based methods.
The teachers are encouraged to set up Peace Clubs in their schools in order to pass on these
important peace-

building skills to their ¢
students.

There is keen interest at
this time amongst
Zimbabwe’s teachers
because corporal
punishment has
recently been made
unlawful.

The two-day course was received very enthusiastically. Here are some comments from the
feedback.

e “My life was changed, and | am ready to change everything that | did wrong
unknowingly.”

e “This workshop should be done by everyone in the world.”

e “This training should be attended by Ministry of Education officials
so that they easily accept the program in schools.”

AVPZ will shortly be able to supply all these teachers with a Peace Clubs manual specially
written by AVPZ for the Zimbabwean context.

Note: There is a significant issue with inflation in Zimbabwe at the present time, coupled with a fall in the value
of the US dollar, which is the currency AVPZ uses. In April 2023, the exchange rate was around 1.25 dollars to
the pound. The £667 grant from World Day of Prayer was converted to about $833, just a little short of the
$895 which was the cost of delivering the course at no charge to participants.



