
From Open Schools WorldWide (OSWW) Zambia: OSWW has provided relief for the communities in 
the rural areas where formal schools are fewer and further apart and where children have to cover 
distances of between 6 to 9 Kilometres just to get to school and the same distance to get back home.  
Our physical tour to the sites has proven to us that the need for these OSWW projects is so real and 
welcome in these communities. OSWW has given much hope and expectation to these communities.  

Community participation through practical support in providing for location sites and volunteers for 
the running of the projects is consistent in Simwatachela. The community leaders have been more 
than willing and cooperative; they have gone out of their way to ensure that the children have a 
more conducive learning environment. The leaders requested for land upon which OSWW projects 
can conduct activities and the headmen have obliged and allocated land to four out of the five 
projects with the last using the church as a site for Open School. It is also important to note that all 
the volunteers in both the Zimba and Sinazongwe sites have not undergone the OSWW facilitator 
training yet and await it eagerly (once trained, these areas will be added to our list of sites).  

The OSWW program has become a major tool for us as a Christian movement in the work of 
missions and church planting in rural Zimba.  As a movement, we see this as an opportunity to reach 
out to the communities and establish permanent centres of worship for the purpose of spreading 
the gospel and intensive discipleship programs for both the young and the old. We seek to take full 
advantage of the vast portions of land allocated towards the operations of the Open school projects. 
Through our partnership with OSWW and others both local and foreign, we believe the Kingdom of 
God can and will easily be advanced, for the harvest is plenty.  Activities such as mini crusades, mass 
crusades, discipleship seminars, gospel concerts, prayer rallies, pastors’ training seminars, outreach 
events for children and more, are strategic events that shall host partners both local and foreign.   

At our recent visit, we managed to start a fellowship with a team of four people on the ground to 
coordinate activities. Support programs such as Sunday church services, discipleship classes, Sunday 
school for the children, men’s and women’s fellowships, Open Schools training and others are 
already being developed for the growth and strengthening of both the church and the believer.  

One of the things highlighted is the distance that the children have to cover going to and from 
school. Distances between 9km to 15km one-way for the older students in grades 8 to 12. These 
have to wake up at 3 a.m. every morning to prepare and get to school on time. For the little ones in 
grades 1 to 7, going to school means covering a distance of between 6km to 9km and the same 
distance is covered getting back home after school. Very few actually make it through to grade 12 
and graduation.  

OSWW has given these communities hope that development of the education sector of their society 
is possible and attainable. The communities have not only welcomed these projects but have started 
to develop community schools with local raw materials and labor.  At Mayoba Open School, the first 
classroom has no floor, no door, no windows, and no roofing. The Mayoba community has started 
the construction of a second classroom with the support of a community-based NGO providing them 
with a few pockets of cement. As pictures will show, the round shaped classroom of about 8m 
diameter is being raised as the bricklayer builds the wall. On the Sisya OSWW site, three toilets, a 
grass thatch shelter and construction of an 8m diameter circular classroom under construction are 
an encouraging sight.  



           

These communities have continued to call for support through the church in complimenting their 
efforts to address the need for schools in their areas. As the church movement in Livingstone, we 
have committed to proving for roofing materials and some bags of cement for the completion of the 
classrooms that are under construction. This is done through contributions of any amounts by those 
willing to help in the completion of these small classroom structures.  

The OSWW projects have helped unearth a lot of potential for expansion of the Kingdom of God in 
Livingstone and Southern Province. The social economic impact that it brings through education of 
children in need is life changing to the individual child, the family unit and the community which in 
turn bears a positive impact on growth and effectiveness of the church in this region. It is a perfect 
tool for maximizing efforts for outreach and soul winning in these parts of the country and beyond. 
We pray for the continued support and work of all the OSWW leadership team and partners 
worldwide. We appreciate being made part of the wonderful work of OSWW and the lives of all the 
children that these projects are changing by the grace of God.  

The area Open Schools is operating in Zambia are: 

Libuyu Section B – 92 children 

Libuyu Kasya Ward – 10 children 

Libuyu Kasya Ward – 82 children 

Ngwenya Namatama – 61 children 

Ngwenya B – 26 children 

Ngwenya section C – 9 children 

Mayoba – 63 children 

Nachilimba – 25 children 

Siachileka – 42 children 

Katamaba – 27 children 

Sisya – 64 children 

Our major goal within Open Schools is to train key trainers/facilitators who will conduct training and 
monitoring in our absence when we are challenged to travel to the area.  We are delighted that we 
have identified Abinala and Kingsley as our facilitators for Zambia to carry the banner of Open 
Schools. 



Malawi: Sadly, we have been unable to return to visit our projects in Malawi since May 2021 owing 

to lockdown, and anticipate that we will be visiting Chikwawa, Malawi in May or June 2022.  We 

have remained in contact with our partners on the ground, Pastors Mvula Mvula and MacChunga 

who are our facilitators in Malawi.  They have expressed extreme concern for the residents of this 

rural area who have faced drought and severe storms, even losing parts of their homes.  During 

recent communication they have informed us that they are slowly resuming the projects.  We will 

have to retrain new volunteers during the forthcoming visit.  This visit is an expensive visit as Mitch 

and his wife Carol will have to travel from Zimbabwe, into Mozambique and then into Malawi.  Each 

Covid test will cost between $50 and $80 per person and the petrol costs within Zimbabwe and 

Malawi have risen excessively.  We endeavour to visit Malawi at least twice a year, but this has 

proven to be a challenge in the last 12 months.  

 

Please extend our gratitude to the wonderful supporters who have contributed to the Day of Prayer.  

We are most grateful for their contribution which enables us to continue the work of Open Schools 

in the areas of need in Zambia and Malawi. 

 


