
To Gwen and Officers and friends of World Day of Prayer 
 
As I mentioned Taiwan has been participating in WDP for many years and it is a very important part 
of the work of the sisters of the Presbyterian Church of Taiwan which happens to be the oldest and 
largest protestant denomination in this country. There is no need for me to explain the special 
relationship between us - it is a privilege to serve Jesus Christ in partnership with the Presbyterian 
Church in Taiwan. By the way, the United Reformed Church (URC) has a very special relationship 
with the PCT also because of the 1865 Missionary Historical roots !! 
 
Unfortunately I did not have the opportunity to join the WDP service due to the demands of the 
office.  But I had the opportunity to share a lot about Wales in several conversations with my fellow 
workers who have a leading role in the Taiwan WDP Committee - namely Rev. LIAN Siong-Bi 
(Program Secretary Women's Ministry Committee) and Mrs Nancy Lin. (Programme Secretary for 
Ecumenical Relations). Indeed Taiwan was hoping that Nancy would be elected on the International 
Committee as one of the representatives of Asia but had to withdraw at the last minute due to a 
very serious and unexpected health condition. She was badly hit with 'Aortic dissection' in the 
middle of May - we thank the Lord she came through the treatment and she is now home but on a 
long break.  Thank you from the bottom of my heart for praying for Nancy as she continues to get 
stronger. 
 
This year of course, the beloved countries of Northern Ireland, England and Wales were getting 
attention and what a wonderful thing next year Taiwan is featured (for the first time) - great that 
two parts of the world that are important to me are coming together back to back! 
 
I know from my days in Bala how valuable WDP is and the opportunity to pray internationally but 
also WDPIC is an important link in education - so that we learn about other countries, people and 
churches and come to understand their treasures, strengths, needs and pains. I would like to share 
two small examples of what happened to me this year! A minister from PC(USA) here, like me, 
serves in partnership with PCT.  John often preaches and trains etc. in indigenous churches all over 
the country.  Having been in a very small rural chapel he sent me an e-mail - he was thrilled saying 
he had seen the Red Dragon (on the Welsh flag)on the wall of the Chapel!  And he chatted with the 
elder about it (and mentioned my connection of course) referring him to the WDP resources that 
were on the wall. 
 
Very often, people here do not understand the U.K. situation.  It doesn't help if a name that has 
been used for UK has been translated to 'England' and to tell the truth I often make a quick drawing 
of a map to explain the different sections.  Some also asked why WDP Scotland is separate (not that I 
understand this either!) But this time WDP had created a great opportunity not only to pray but to 
learn about the difference and the treasures that we have in Britain and for our unique Christian 
partnership as one of God's family.  I will attach the pictures for you to see. 
 
Another story.  A few weeks later a group from one of the Presbyteries (there happened to be an 
indigenous people present) came to visit the General Assembly office and returned to town to be 
introduced to different departments and workers.  As our general secretary was saying who I was, 
he added that Carys spoke Welsh and she is not from England but Wales - just then a voice came 
from the back of the group - one of the sisters responded that she knew about Wales because of 
WDP they had been studying and praying about this year! A small link maybe but an example of the 
fruit of WDP bringing us together. 
 
Left me now turn to English to conclude. Thank you for letting me know about the Link Day taking 
place soon when you will be focusing on the preparation for next year and learning more about this 



very special country Taiwan and her people. I was delighted to learn that the Taiwanese 
Representative Office is sending two persons to attend and share with those present about their 
country. I’m sure they will provide you valuable information about the current situation here and the 
policies of our President, Dr. Tsai Ing-Wen and her government. Was just thinking, how fitting the 
year WDPIC is focusing on Taiwan we have a female in the Presidential office – and I am 
(unashamedly bias) and proud to say President Tsai is leading the country with excellence and 
integrity, upholding the values of democracy, justice and peace. BTW possibly you are also aware 
that Dr Tsai received her PhD from London University – The London School of Economics and 
Political Science. So another small link. 
 
Of course Taiwan is not a Christian country but is predominately Taoist, Buddhist, folk religion as 
well as others and I have to say it continues to impress and humble me the respect between the 
different faith/religious groups who live side by side in harmony in this land; not forgetting the rich 
multi-cultural groups here including the various and numerous languages. 
 
I do not know how the WDP Taiwan came up with the theme but the words of Paul are fitting for the 
witness of dedicated Christian minority in this country for just over one and a half century: “I have 
heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason I do not 
cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers.” Numerically small but there is no 
doubt the impact Christians have had here. 
 
Coming back to our church relations as I have already shared with you – just want to reiterate if you 
or any of your committee members wish to contact WDP Taiwan directly or through my colleagues 
here in PCT please do not hesitate to do so. They would be most happy to hear from you. 
 
God bless the WPD committee as you meet and prepare for the service next year.  
 
Carys (Han Le-Si) 
Administrative Assistant,  
PCT Office of the General Secretary,  
Presbyterian Church in Taiwan (PCT) 
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