Burundi - Quaker Peace and Social Witness
Quaker Peace and Social Witness (QPSW) has been working with our partner
organisation “Ministère Paix et Réconciliation sous la Croix” (MIPAREC) since November
2015. Together we are working on introducing the Turning the Tide (TTT) programme to
Burundi. TTT seeks to equip and support people to address root causes of violence with
nonviolent tools.
In October 2018, QPSW received a grant of £3,000 from Women’s World Day of Prayer
for our TTT work in Burundi. This money significantly helped our partner organisation to
hire a female TTT project officer at the end of 2018. Her name is Christine and she is a
very experienced peacebuilder that will focus on working with young people on active
nonviolent campaigning. Christine will also be an excellent facilitator to carry out
workshops with women that we hope to carry out in 2019. In addition, she will be
providing crucial support for Aloys, TTT National Coordinator in Burundi.
On behalf of TTT Burundi: Thank you very much for your generous support!
Many thanks and best wishes, Tobias Wellner

Congo - Quaker Congo Partnership UK
Thanks to the World Day of Prayer, forty Quaker women living in the Eastern Democratic of Congo, near the border
with Burundi, received £1550 to develop new skills. These women were mostly barred from school as children. In
previous years they started literacy and numeracy training. Now they're learning new skills with a view to setting up
their own small businesses in the future.
The money pays for a tutor and materials for three groups:
• three months' weaving training for 12 women;
• renting a field, buying hoes and machetes and seeds for 18 women. They will receive six months' training
and support in their first growing season;
• ten more women are being trained in buying goats and chickens for breeding over a 12 month period.
They are deeply grateful for this help to develop livelihoods for themselves and their families.
Hannah Morrow, QuakerCongo Partnership UK, Trustee – responsible for fund-raising

Nicaragua - Seed International Fund Trust (SIFT)
http://www.seed-trust.com/ Facebook: @siftnicaragua
Seed International Fund Trust (SIFT) is a Christian development charity working in Nicaragua, Central America. We
were delighted when the World Day of Prayer awarded us a grant. It enabled us to continue supporting the work of
Casa Rahab, a Christian centre which seeks to help young women and girls who have been, or are at risk of being,
involved in the sex trade. The team at Casa Rahab seek to help the girls rebuild their lives by providing them with
individual programmes of counselling; supporting them to finish their education and teaching them practical and
vocational skills. Since Casa Rahab started, the team have helped at least 86 young women to begin rebuilding their
lives. The grant which we were awarded by the World Day of Prayer helped us to fund the wages of Casa Rahab’s
educational psychologist and craft teacher.
(The faces of
some young
women and
girls are
blurred to
protect their
identity.)

Nigeria - Christian Solidarity Worldwide (CSW)
Widows empowered to meet their families’ needs.
CSW’s Nigeria programme focuses on Peace and Reconciliation between various faiths and denominations. Long
term peace and reconciliation initiatives are essential because the conflict has resulted in fractured communities.
The WDP grant contributed to several two-week long skills training sessions for women widowed as a result of
Boko Haram* attacks on their communities. These women, who
would otherwise become destitute, learn new practical skills such as
sewing to make bags to sell and soap-making so that they can cater
for themselves and their families. The grant has also helped CWS
Nigeria to host annual prayer breakfasts that build relationships
between state level Christian politicians, lawmakers, religious and
traditional leaders.
CSW are grateful to WDP and that they are bringing hope to so many
people who have survived horrific situations just because of their
faith.
* Boko Haram (an Islamist jihadi organization based in the northeast of Nigeria) seeks to establish Shari’a law and is
known primarily for attacking Christians, schools and bombing churches. The war between Boko Haram and Nigerian
forces has killed over 20,000 people across all faiths in the last seven years.
Website: www.csw.org.uk/nigeria Facebook @CSW Twitter: @CSW_UK

Philippines - Wycliffe Bible Translators for the Kanu people
The Kanu (a pseudonym used for security reasons) are a minority ethnolinguistic group with a population of around
150-200,000. They are dispersed across the Philippines, Malaysia and Indonesia, and are often economically and
socially marginalised. Nowadays, few live on traditional houseboats and instead have settled in communities
clustered near coastal cities.
The Kanu New Testament, translated by members of Wycliffe Bible
Translators was published in 1987. In 2004 the Kanu believers expressed a
desire to have the whole Bible in their language and the Kanu Old Testament
Project began. Four years later about 20% of the Old Testament was
published, along with a second edition of the New Testament.
Currently five part-time Kanu translators and two expats work on the
translation team and they have worked hard over the last few years
and have completed nearly 50% of the Old Testament, including most recently the book of Daniel. It
contains such amazing stories of God’s power, and it represents a real step forward for the team in terms
of translation skills. Some time ago, J, a member of the Kanu community attended a translation workshop
was heard retelling the story of the Fiery Furnace to his younger brother, in all its detail. It appeared to be
completely new to both of them, even though they had grown up in a Christian home. It was certainly the
first time they had heard it in Kanu, and they were both enthralled. His brother was a little sceptical about
the story at first, but on being assured that it had come straight from the Bible, he was amazed at the
demonstration of God’s power and care. A few months ago J’s father, a pastor and leader in the
community, received a prepublication copy of Daniel and has eagerly grasped the opportunity to teach it to
his flock. The members of the team would like supporters of World Day of Prayer to pray for:
• The publication of Daniel: that God would speed the final steps remaining before publication; that God
will prepare Kanu readers, believers and unbelievers alike, for its message of God’s sovereignty and
protection.
• The translation project: for protection from spiritual attacks and other disruptions to the work; and that
God will give the Kanu translators perseverance in what is a very long-term project.
• The Kanu Christians who form a very small minority among the Kanu (about 3%): for protection from
oppression and persecution; and that God will strengthen their faith and resolve in often difficult
circumstances.
• The unbelieving Kanu majority: that God will open doors for the Gospel; and that God will provide
workers who have the courage and creativity to take those opportunities.
Website: www.wycliffe.org.uk
Facebook: @WycliffeBibleTranslatorsUK
Twitter: @WycliffeUK

Coming home after a day’s fishing

Sri Lanka – The Leprosy Mission
Help cure, care and transform a life torn apart by leprosy.
https://www.leprosymission.org.uk/
On behalf of The Leprosy Mission, I would like to thank you for the generous financial support of the work to heal
and transform the lives of people affected by leprosy. Without the generous prayers and support of Trusts like the
Women’s World Day of Prayer we would not be able to bless the thousands of people who still need healing and
continue our work towards the vision to see a world without leprosy. Alicia O’Sullivan, Partnerships Officer

A ministry of reconciliation in Sir Lanka
On the morning of Easter Sunday, a joyous day when hope is renewed, we heard the devastating news of a string of
suicide bombings across Sri Lanka. Having visited this beautiful country in February, I was heartbroken.
If left untreated, leprosy is physically and emotionally devastating
and Sri Lanka is known to have a high rate of ‘hidden’ leprosy cases.
A decade ago, my colleague Siân Arulanantham was praying as we
began working in a country still reeling from a three-decade conflict.
She felt God say that our work must be about peace which confused
her as she thought ‘it’s obviously about leprosy’. But we have since
realised that we needed to bring divided groups together to have a
significant impact on leprosy.
During my time in Sri Lanka I heard of some incredible ‘God
moments’ where people who traditionally wouldn’t be in the same
room are now working together to cure people of leprosy.
The President of the Leprosy People’s Forum for Change, Nahamani,
73, is a Hindu Tamil. He lost two sons in the conflict and had
experienced so much leprosy-fuelled prejudice that he contemplated
suicide. But instead he channelled his grief into leading a leprosy
screening programme in 30 villages in Jaffna, Sri Lanka.
From left to right: Pastor Reuben, Peter
Waddup and Rev’d Joshua on the spot
where the bomb at the Zion Church in
Batticaloa exploded on Easter Sunday.
Nahamani is working closely with Vice-President Amarasinghe, 38, a Singhalese Buddhist who through unexpected
kindness, was ‘rescued’ by Rev Joshua, a Tamil and someone from the very community he despised when diagnosed
with leprosy back in 2015. He now gives money he can barely spare to support children from the Tamil community.
Our request for prayer is that the reconciliation between religious and ethnic groups will only grow stronger
following the Easter Sunday tragedy.
Peter Waddup National Director, The Leprosy Mission England and Wales

Suriname - Empowering Women and Children through God’s Word
“We know the power of the Bible, we know how its words can bring
joy, encouragement and challenge to us. Sadly, not everyone around
the world knows the words of the Bible for themselves. Many people
are still waiting for the opportunity to engage with the Bible in a
language and format that is best for them.
The Suriname Bible Society have been using the Bible to empower
women and children. Women and children are often vulnerable in
Suriname facing being abused, neglected, mistreated and hurt.
Poverty levels are high in Suriname, almost 70% of the population live
below the poverty line.
Through this project there have been opportunities for women to
attend Trauma Healing sessions and for children to participate in art
and drama competitions based on the theme ‘All God’s Creation is
Very Good’. Every participant is given a Bible. The Suriname Bible
Society believes that God’s Word will be their companion as they go
through the different stages of life and that through God’s Word, the
lives of those that are hurt will be fully restored.
Thank you for your support of this project, together we have been
able to support important work to encourage and empower women
and children in Suriname.” Catherine Little, General Secretary
www.biblesocietyni.co.uk
Facebook and Twitter: @BibleSocietyNI

Uganda – borehole
Mission 4 Water is a charity founded in 2008 by Sue Morgan (whose mum, the late Sylvia Chapman, regularly spoke
at World Day of Prayer services) and a Ugandan water engineer named Sunday. Their drilling team of young men,
many of whom like Sunday are orphans, have constructed 136 low cost boreholes in rural villages and institutions
like schools and hospitals throughout Uganda. Thanks to the World Day of Prayer grant the latest two facilities are in
the village of Bubebere in central Uganda. Previously the 154 children from Little Angels Nursery and Primary School
had to walk half a mile each way down the hill to fetch water from the swamp, three times a day. This dirty water
was used to prepare meals, wash clothes and bathe. It was even used for drinking. Not only was the swamp used for
grazing animals it was home for some venomous snakes; the head teacher always feared for the safety of the
children as they ventured down to fetch water. A situation made worse in the rainy season where runoffs make the
water muddy and the banks slippery, causing some children to slip and almost drown.
Mission 4 Water, a Christian organisation, believes that everyone has a right to access clean and safe water, no
matter what their race, colour or religion. So, as a sign of solidarity the second borehole sponsored by World Day of
Prayer is located outside the Mosque, in the centre of village. “This is Jesus’ love in action” Sunday says, as he recalls
the story of the Samaritan woman at the well at the handover ceremony. Community leaders estimate that about
300 families will now be enjoying clean and safe water!
The joy of these school children and the community members as they pumped clean water from their new
boreholes is very hard to describe, but Sue says that she is still moved to tears at every handover. The Ugandans
have a saying “Water is life”, and how true it is! Thank you to WDP for giving new life to these lovely and
appreciative people. God bless you!
Website: www.mission4water.org

Before: school children fetching
contaminated water from the swamp
shared with animals.

After: Little Angels school children and
villagers raise their hands as they rejoice and
praise God at the dedication and handover
ceremony for the new borehole.

In the village centre the Muslim community gather outside the mosque to receive their gift
of clean water from Mission 4 Water as they listen to the story of Jesus and the Samaritan woman
at the well.

The headmistress cuts the ribbon and
thanks Sunday, the engineer, the Mission
4 Water drillers and the donor for this
amazing gift

A young mother pumps clean and safe water for her
family as Sunday, the engineer, trains the community in
good water and sanitation practices.

Hope UK, a drugs education and prevention charity, used their grant to
train Sue on their Year of the Volunteer 2019 Project. Sue is already
putting her training into practice supporting drug education sessions
with disabled young people in her home town. She will represent Hope
UK at the 2019 Highland Games, giving her the chance to speak to
hundreds of young people, parents and carers about drug education.
Joe Griffiths, Deputy CEO for Hope UK, says: “Your
generosity has already had an impact, and will continue to
have a positive impact on the lives of young people. Yours,
and the generosity of countless others like you, ensures
that Hope UK reaches tens of thousands of young people,
equipping them to make drug-free choices.
Thank you.”
Website: www.hopeuk.org
Facebook: @HopeUKofficial
Twitter: @HopeukUK

UK - The Haven Day Centre
The Haven Day Centre provides day care with activities and day trips for adults with restricted mobility, sensory
impairment or who have learning support needs. All this takes place in a caring Christian environment. It has
been based in Bristol for the last 34 years and over this time many hundreds of people have known a new sense
of belonging and of being valued.
Some of the activities provided for members include:
• Crafts to encourage fine motor skills, allowing members to express their creativity and produce a
calming and soothing effect on members
• Computer work to meet some members’ intellectual needs, relaxing some individuals when listening to
music or watching videos
• Contracts work to give members a feeling of self-worth with a purposeful job
• Music to relax many individuals and stimulate the mind, triggering memories from a different time in
their lives. Music and dance sessions also encourage exercise and promote healthy activities
The grant provided by World Day of Prayer has been used to reintroduce learning and development modules for
five people to learn new life skills. Website: www.dcfpw.org.uk

